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the farmers ' grievances. What was their principal complaint? Were they justified in 
taking up arms? 

An Address to the People of the several towns in the county of Hampshire, now at 
arms. 

GENTLEMEN, 

We have thought proper to inform you of some of the principal causes of the 
late risings of the people, and also of their present movement, viz. 

1st. The present expensive mode of collecting debts, which, by reason of the 
great scarcity of cash, will of necessity fill our goals with unhappy debtors, and 
thereby a reputable body of people rendered incapable of being serviceable either 
to themselves or the community. 

2d. The monies raised by impost and excise being appropriated to discharge 
the interest of governmental securities, and not the foreign debt, when these securi-
ties are not subject to taxation. 

3d. A suspension of the writ of Habeas corpus, by which those persons who 
have stepped forth to assert and maintain the rights of the people, are liable to be 
taken and conveyed even to the most distant part of the Commonwealth, and 
thereby subjected to an unjust punishment. 

4th. The unlimited power granted to Justices of the Peace and Sheriffs, Deputy 
Sheriffs, and Constables, by the Riot Act, indemnifying them to the prosecution 
thereof; when perhaps, wholly actuated from a principle of revenge, hatred and 
envy. 

Furthermore, Be assured, that this body, now at arms, despise the idea of being 
instigated by British emissaries, which is so strenuously propagated by the enemies 
of our liberties: And also wish the most proper and speedy measures may be taken, 
to discharge both our foreign and domestic debt. 

Per Order, 
Daniel Gray, Chairman ofthe 

Committee, for the above purpose. 

2. George Washington Expresses Alarm ( 1786) 
The retired war hero Washington, struggling to repair his damaged fortunes at 
Mount Vernon, was alarmed by the inability of the Congress under the Articles of 
Confederation to collect taxes and regulate interstate commerce. The states, racked 
by the depression of 1784- 1 788, seemed to be going their thirteen separate ways. The 
worthy fanners of western Massachusetts were especially hard hit, burdened as they 
were with inequitable and delinquent taxes, mortgage foreclosures, and the prospect 
of imprisonment for debt. Hundreds of them, under the Revolutionary captain 
Daniel formed armed mobs in an effort to close the courts and to force the is-
suance of paper money. "Good God!" burst out Washington on hearing of these dis-
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orders; "who, besides a Tory, could have foreseen, or a Briton have predicted them?" 
He wrote despairingly as follows to john jay, the prominent New York statesman and 
diplomat. What single fear seems to disturb Washington most, and why? 

Your sentiments, that our affairs are drawing rapidly to a crisis, accord with my 
own. What the event will be is also beyond the reach of my foresight. We have errors 
to correct; we have probably had too good an opinion of human nature in forming 
our Confederation. Experience has taught us that men will not adopt, and carry into 
execution, measures the best calculated for their own good, without the intervention 
of coercive power. I do not conceive we can exist long as a nation without lodging, 
somewhere, a power which will pervade the whole Union in as energetic a manner 
as the authority of the state governments extends over the several states. 

To be fearful of investing Congress, constituted as that body is, with ample au-
thorities for national purposes, appears to me the ve1y climax of popular absurdity 
and madness. Could Congress exert them for the detriment of the people without 
injuring themselves in an equal or greater proportion? Are not their interests insep-
arably connected with those of their constituents? By the rotation of appointments 
[annual elections], must they not mingle frequently with the mass of citizens? ... 

What then is to be done? Things cannot go on in the same train forever. It is 
much to be feared, as you observe, that the better kind of people, being disgusted 
with these circumstances, will have their minds prepared for any revolution what-
ever. We are apt to run from one extreme to another. To anticipate and prevent dis-
astrous contingencies would be the part of wisdom and patriotism. 

What astonishing changes a few years are capable of producing! I am told 
that even respectable characters speak of a monarchical form of government with-
out horror. From thinking proceeds speaking; thence to acting is often but a single 
step. But how irrevocable and tremendous! What a triumph for our enemies to 
verify their predictions! What a triumph for the advocates of despotism to find 
that we are incapable of governing ourselves, and that systems founded on the basis 
of equal liberty are merely ideal and fallacious. Would to God that wise measures 
may be taken in time to avert the consequences we have but too much reason to 
apprehend. 

3. Thomas Jefferson Favors Rebellion ( 1787) 
Thomas jefferson was the successor to Dr. Benjamin Franklin as American minister 
to France, 1 785 to 1 789. ( "I do not replace him, sir; I am only his successor, " he re-
marked with both wit and modesty.) As an ultraliberal and a specialist in revolution, 
this author of the Declaration of Independence wrote as follows about Shays 's Rebel-
lion to his Virginia neighbor, james Madison . Tbe complete crushing of the uprising 
had not yet occurred. What did jefferson regard as the most important cause of the 
disturbance, and what was most extreme about his judgment? 

. .. I am impatient to learn your sentiments on the late troubles in the Eastern 
[New England] states. So far as I have yet seen, they do not appear to threaten 
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serious consequences. Those states have suffered by the stoppage of the channels 
of their commerce, which have not yet found other issues. This must render money 
scarce, and make the people uneasy. This uneasiness has produced acts absolutely 
unjustifiable; but I hope they will provoke no severities from their governments. A 
consciousness of those in power that their administration of the public affairs has 
been honest may perhaps produce too great a degree of indignation; and those 
characters wherein fear predominates over hope may apprehend too much from 
these instances of irregularity. They may conclude too hastily that nature has formed 
man insusceptible of any other government but that of force , a conclusion not 
founded in truth, nor experience .... 

Even this evil is productive of good. It prevents the degeneracy of government, 
and nourishes a general attention to the public affairs. I hold it that a little rebellion 
now and then is a good thing, and as necessary in the political world as storms in 
the physical. Unsuccessful rebellions indeed generally establish the encroachments 
on the rights of the people which have produced them. An observation of this truth 
should render honest republican governors so mild in their punishment of rebel-
lions as not to discourage them too much. It is a medicine necessary for the sound 
health of government. 

B. Clashes in the Philadelphia Convention _____________ _ 

I. The Debate on Representation in Congress ( 1787) 
After Shays 's Rebellion collapsed, pressures for a stronger central government 
mounted. Finally, in the summer of 1787, delegates from twelve states met in 
Philadelphia to strengthen the Articles of Confederation-actually to frame a new 
constitution. The most complete record of the debates was kept by james Madison of 
Virginia, the youthful "Father of the Constitution. " A portion of his notes follows. The 
reader must be warned that two of the speakers, Elbridge Gerry of Massachusetts and 
George Mason of Virginia, not only refused to sign the Constitution but fought 
against its adoption. Do these debates show the Framing Fathers to be truly demo-
cratic? What were the most impressive arguments for and against popular election of 
representatives? Which side was right? 

Resolution 4, first clause: "that the members of the first branch [House of Repre-
sentatives] of the national legislature ought to be elected by the people of the sev-
eral states" (being taken up), 

Mr. Sherman [of Connecticut] opposed the election by the people, insisting that 
it ought to be by the state legislatures. The people, he said, immediately should have 
as little to do as may be about the government. They want [lack] information and are 
constantly liable to be misled. 

Mr. Gerry [of Massachusetts]. The evils we experience flow from the excess of 
democracy. The people do not want virtue, but are the dupes of pretended patriots. 
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