
17th Century Colonial Development  
 

GADOE Teacher Notes: Guided Reading, Vocabulary, and Review 
Students will access the GADOE Teacher Notes and review the content for Standards #1a- #1d(17th 
Century Colonial Development) pgs. 1 - 15 
 
Standards Covered:  
SSUSH1 Compare and contrast the development of English settlement and colonization 
during the 17th Century. 
a. Investigate how mercantilism and trans-Atlantic trade led to the development of colonies. 
b. Explain the development of the Southern Colonies, including but not limited to reasons established, 
impact of location and place, relations with American Indians, and economic development. 
c. Explain the development of the New England Colonies, including but not limited to reasons established, 
impact of location and place, relations with American Indians, and economic development. 
d. Explain the development of the Mid-Atlantic Colonies, including but not limited to reasons established, 
impact of location and place, relations with American Indians, and economic development. 
 
Guided Reading Questions: Constitutional Era (complete for HW)  

1. What was the first permanent English settlement in North America? 
2. Define mercantilism. What were the important resources that the English cultivated from its 

North American colonies in the 17th century? What two things were expected of the colonies, in 
terms of supporting the English economy, under England’s mercantilist system? 

3. What was the purpose of the Navigation Acts? How did it impact the growth of large-scale 
industry in the North American colonies? 

4. What was the Middle Passage? 
5. Define indentured servitude. What role did it play in the colonial economy?  
6. What were the primary cash crops of the Southern Colonies?  
7. Define joint stock company.  
8. What roles did John Smith and John Rolfe play in the leadership and economic development 

of the Jamestown colony? Who was Chief Powhatan?  
9. What was the purpose of the Maryland Act of Toleration? 
10. Who were the Lord Proprietors of South Carolina?  What were the primary crops grown in 

South Carolina? 
11. Why was the colony of Georgia established by the British government in 1732? Who was James 

Oglethorpe? 
12. Identify the 4 New England colonies, the primary religion of New England, and the basis of 

New England’s economy.  
13. Who were the Puritans? What was difference between a ‘separatist’ and ‘non-separatist’ 

Puritan? 
14. What was the significance of the Mayflower Compact? 
15. What city did John Winthrop lead? What were the main ideas supporting his “City Upon a 

Hill” speech? 
16. Why were the Puritans considered a strict religious society.  Cite 2 specific examples. 
17. Who was Sir Edmund Andros? How did the New England colonists feel about him? Why? 
18. What is the main reason why the Salem Witch Trials occurred?  
19. What was the primary outcome of King Phillip’s War in 1675? 
20. What roles did Roger Williams and Anne Hutchinson play in the establishment of Rhode 

Island? 
21. What key political concepts were established in Thomas Hooker’s 1639 The Fundamental 

Orders of Connecticut?  
22. What role did geography play in the economic success of the Mid-Atlantic colonies?  
23. Who were the original settlers of the New York colony?  
24. Who established the colony of Pennsylvania? Identify the leader of the colony and the primary 

religious group. How were the natives treated in Pennsylvania? 
25. Who originally settled the colony of Delaware? 

 


